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155PAT18-DE 

« 

1) EP 0903731 A2/A3; G11B-007/00 
EP 0316188 A2/A3; G11B-011/10 

. \ ' ■ ■ 1 ' ) 

On the 22.5,01 Applicants effectively submitted an 
examination request in the present application. This 
request is based on the originally filed (application date 
21.5.01) documents as present documents. 

The following remarks are made on these documents: 



2.) 



2.1) According to the present claim 1 the application 
proceeds from prior art as already disclosed in 
publication 1) (EP 0903731 A2/A3) . For this 
publication also relates to an * information storage 
apparatus" (cf . publication 1, title page) . 

2.2) However, publication 1 also discloses the following 
features of the one-part claim 1, i.e. that such an 
information storage apparatus is further equipped 
with: 



a) *a mark reading section for reading a mark 

written on an information storage medium, said 
information storage medium having a recording 
area which is divided into a plurality of 
regions on which information is recorded by 
writing a mark, and from which information is 
reproduced by reading the recorded mark"" (cf . 
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publication 1, title page, and the introduction 
to the description, pages 1 and 2. The 
structuring of the optical data carrier, for 
example in regions, follows from the fact that 
the data carrier according to publication 1 can 
also be used for writable digital storage disks, 
and it is generally known of these that they may 
also have sectors, blocks or regions) ; 

and 

b) *a recording state changing section for changing 
a recording state in an adjacent region" (since 
the disk according to publication 1 can also be 
written on and erased (cf. pages 1 and 2) such a 
* recording state changing section" is to be 
presumed) . 

Since in the present case it is readily possible 
to set forth a separation of features known from 
one publication from additional features within 
the scope of a claim 1 having a two-part wording 
and such a wording most strikingly and clearly 
shows the difference from the nearest prior art, 
such a clear wording of the statement of claim 
is also to be adopted in the present case. 

The present claim 1 is not allowable for the 
simple reason that it is not adequately limited 
with respect to the nearest prior art according 
to publication 1. 

2.3) The following assessment is made of the remaining 
features of claim 1 : 
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There remains in claim 1 the features that the 
information storage apparatus is further 
characterised in 

c) that in the adjacent region * situated next to a 
faulty region from which of a plurality of 
regions the mark reading section fails to read a 
mark so that crosstalk can be reduced caused by 
the adjacent region should the mark reading 
section fail on reading the mark" 

c) 'said mark reading section again reading a mark 
in the faulty region after changing of a 
recording state in the adjacent region by the 
recording state changing section'' . 

The above steps are no doubt intended to achieve 
that if information is recorded in the adjacent 
region erasure of the information on the basis 
of a change in the recording state can be 
avoided (for example by crosstalk) by evacuating 
the information prior to the change of the 
recording state in the adjacent zone and 
thereafter restoring said information (cf. also 
the text in the description, page 6, lines 24 to 
29) . This content can however be worded 
considerably more clearly and more precisely in 
claim 1 . 

Claim 1 is therefore not allowable because of 
lack of adequately complete and clear technical 
teaching . 

2.4) Otherwise, Applicants' arguments regarding the 

differences from the prior art can be substantially 
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accepted. It would therefore be possible to arrive 
at an allowable claim 1 by appropriate limitation and 
more exact wording of the present claim 1. 

However, the present claim 1 is not allowable because 
of the defects referred to above . 

3. ) 

3.1) Claim 1 (sic!) has similar defects to claim 1 and is 
therefore likewise not allowable in the wording and 
feature scope claimed. 

3.2) After removal of claims 1 and 10 claims 2 to 9 and 11 
to 18 appended to these claims are not allowable 
either. Since these claims contain however at least 
expedient further developments of the subject of the 
application according to claim 1, they would likewise 
be allowable as subclaims to allowable claims. 

3.3) As relevant prior art attention is drawn 
provisionally to publication 2) (EP 0316188 A2/A3) . 
Publication 2) also deals explicitly with the optical 
means for reading and writing from and onto optical 
record carriers (cf . Figures 1, 1M, 4 and 5) 
therein) . 

For an early grant the present statement of claim would 
have to be revised in accordance with the indications in 
this Official Action. In addition, the description would 
have to be adapted to the new statement of claim and the 
prior art found in the examination proceedings 
additionally acknowledged in the introduction to the 
description . 



If Applicants do not intend submitting a material response 
within the term set informal acknowledgement of the 
receipt of this Official Action is requested. 

If the requirements of this Official Action are not met 
rejection of the application will have to be expected 
after expiry of the term. 



Examiner for Class G11B 



